HOW TO FERTILIZE MY TREES
Just like your lawn or garden trees need fertilizer too. There are
3 methods of fertilizing trees manually. Drill-hole method,
liquid injection, and air tilling are all methods of delivering
fertilizer below the surface of the soil. Tree roots grow deep
into the soil for anchorage. These three methods are best for
delivering the nutrients to the roots. Make sure to hire a
trained professional for application. Timing and quantity is
important to prevent tree burn similar to turf burn.
Drill-hole method
Uses granular and/or organic fertilizers.
Also, can be used as a soil aeration method.
Drill holes 2-4 inches in diameter 12-36 inches apart. Holes should start
several feet out from the truck and extend out to at least the drip line.

Holes can be up to 8 inches deep when compaction is detected. The
holes should be filled with the desired materials such as compost, peat
moss, perlite, pea gravel etc.
Time consuming and back breaking work.

Liquid injections
Fertilizer is dissolved or suspended in solution and pumped into
the soil using an injector. Easy to deliver fertilizer under turf and
directly to the trees feeder roots. Injectors should be inserted
4-6 inches below the trees.

Air Tilling
Process used to aerate compacted soil more than fertilize.
Soil amendments can easily be added during the air spading
process.
Procedure is time consuming and extremely messy.

HOW TO PROTECT MY TREES
Urban trees suffer from many factors such as: vehicle or road
compaction, vandalism, lawnmowers and string trimmers, etc.
The best way to help trees under these potential conditions is
to create a mulch bed large enough to cover the root. Roots are
the dominant supplier of water and nutrients and must be
protected. A trees roots are known to extend out as far and the
dripline of the trees canopy. Along with helping prevent stress

to the roots organic mulch also can restore the soil with
valuable nutrients. If you are trying to save trees during a new
construction project. The use of fixed barriers using 2X4s are an
easy tool to keep people out.

WHEN AND WHERE TO PRUNE MY TREES
Pruning trees is an art that has been studied for years. Knowing
the parts of the tree will help you better understand pruning
objectives. Trees in the forest do not require as much
maintenance as our urban trees growing in our cities. To better
ensure the health or urban trees pruning is one of the easiest
things we can do. Pruning trees at a young age is very easy and
can improve the shape and structure for strong support.
It is important not to remove more than 20% of the foliage in
one growing season.
Best practices for pruning times are while the tree is dormant
or before new bud break.
Always use sharp cutting tools and follow the three-step
method to prevent tearing of bark. See in the figure below.

Take a minute to look over the image of the tree parts and
other tips.

CHOSING THE PERFECT TREE FOR MY PROPERTY
Step 1 Identify your site
Is it along a street, in your backyard, at a business, or parking
lot?
Be sure the site will host a fully-grown tree 9 to 40 foot tall.
Step 2 Assess the site you chose
Look to see if anything will interfere overhead like powerlines.
Avoid plant near sidewalks, roads, and buildings. Trees like
sunlight so try to pick a place that is Not crowded with other
trees or structures.
Step 3 what are your soil conditions
Trees prefer moist ground but not wet. Try to avoid low points
that may pool water in heavy rain events. Remember it is
important to have the utilities lines located to prevent planting
over utilities that could be damaged. Most trees require about

equivalent to one inch of water a week. Overwatering may
cause root rot or slow root production.
Step 4 chose a native tree.
Trees are sensitive to climate. Choosing a native tree insures a
healthier tree that adapt to its new home.

WHEN SHOULD I SEEK PROFESSIONAL HELP CONCERNING
TREES
Immediately! A tree is a large organism that has the ability to
store extra nutrients in the trunk as reserve. This helps the tree
survive stress like drought, flood, ice storms, and wind storms.
While the tree is burning through its reserve you will not notice
much change, but once a tree has used all of its reserve it can
be more difficult to recover.
Be sure to hire someone with the proper experience and
training.

Five Key Steps for Pruning Young Trees
1 Remove broken, dead, dying, diseased, or damaged branches.
Inspect the canopy and remove or cut back these branches
2 Select and establish a central leader. There should only be
one leader. Select the strongest most vertical stem as the
leader and remove or cut back competing stems.
3 Select and establish the lowest permanent branch. Look for a
well-attached branch at the desired height and remove closelyspaced, competing branches. The Diameter of the lowest
permanent branch should be no more than one-half that of the

central leader or trunk at the point of attachment. Smaller
temporary branches should be left close to the lowest
permanent branch.
4 Select and establish scaffold branches. Look for well-attached
branches above the lowest permanent branch that are no more
than one-half the diameter of the central leader. Scaffold
branches should be well spaced both vertically and radially.
Vertical spacing should be 18 inches or more for large trees and
12 inches for smaller trees. Radial spacing should be allowed
for balanced branch distribution around the central leader.
5 As the tree produces new growth in the canopy some
branches will become crowded. These are known as temporary
branches. Temporary branches help increase girth to the tree
for a denser supporting wood. Thinning the crown will help
eliminate over crowing limbs without damage to the tree and
also helps in the shaping or training of the canopy.

